
Sunday, September 1, 2024    The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
Enter to worship. As the prelude begins, worshippers are encouraged to conclude conversation 

 and quietly prepare to enter into the experience of worship.

PRELUDE     "Prière" from Suite Gothique Op. 25" - Léon Boëllmann

(Assembly responses are in bold print) 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Flowers today are in Celebration of Cal & Trish Pierson’s 55th Wedding Anniversary

GATHERING HYMN 
HYMN 879 For the Beauty of the Earth

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you.

The assembly stands 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
 Amen. 

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, 
 have mercy on us. 

We confess that we have honored you with our lips, but have harmed our neighbors with our 
tongues. The cravings at war within us cause conflicts and disputes. 
In our desire to be first we make distinctions among ourselves. 
We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. 
In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. 
Draw near to us with grace in time of need, and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, the source of eternal healing, your sins are forgiven. 
 Amen. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  Let us pray: O God our strength,  

without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from all dangers that attack us 
from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within ourselves, that we may be 
preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Song of Solomon 2:8-13 
… 
P: The Word of the Lord C: Thanks be to God

The assembly stands. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

CHOIR This Little Light of Mine  African American Spiritual, arr. John Helgen   
       (2018 Augsburg Fortress)    

The assembly is seated 

P: The Gospel of the Lord     C: Praise to you, O Christ

GOSPEL : Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
… 

SECOND READING: James 1:17-27 

 P: The Word of the Lord  C: Thanks be to God



HYMN OF THE DAY 
HYMN 816 Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life

     The assembly is seated. 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON 

The assembly stands.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 	

	 was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 	
	 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 

judge the living and the dead.


I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

	 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,


	the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.


APOSTLE’S CREED 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Congregational response to  
 P.  Merciful God, 

C. receive our prayer.   

Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the church, God’s good creation, 
and all who are in need. 

 A brief silence 

God of every generation, give the church a sense of purpose and belonging. Sustain and build up leaders 
and lay people as we accompany one another in our life with Christ. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of creation, you named humans as co-creators with you. Where the earth cries out in pain, bring 
wholeness. Guide governments and industry, that environmental laws and practices seek to heal and not 
harm. Bring relief and justice to people and places suffering from climate catastrophe (especially). Merciful 
God,

receive our prayer.

Sovereign God, we pray for local communities of every kind: rural and urban; established and new. Lead 
those in authority to seek the good of all through their words and actions and to mentor others in honest and 
generous ways. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Healing God, you draw near to all who are hurting. Be with all who desire relief from chronic and acute 
illness, cancer, and post-traumatic stress disorder. Strengthen health care workers, therapists, and 
caregivers. Tend to those who are close to our hearts. We remember especially those whom we name 
aloud... Carole Bergner, Wally Brandt, Sharon Cobb, Connie Kretzmann, Mason Miller, Cynthia 
Partekel, Ron Partekel, Carenna Reisen, Sandy Weckler, and all whom we remember in our hearts and lift 
before you … (silence for reflection)   Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

On this Labor Day weekend we remember and give thanks for all who have fought for workers’ rights 
around the world. Continue to improve working conditions and establish fair wages so that all people may 
thrive. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Comforting God, console us as we mourn our departed (especially). We hold fast to the promise that death 
has been defeated by our Savior Jesus Christ. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved child, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior.

Amen.



The assembly is seated. 
OFFERING 

OFFERTORY   For the Beauty of the Earth   - Jacob B. Weber  
      (2016 Concordia Publishing House) 

     The assembly stands. 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God, 
source of every gift of your creation. 
By these gifts and with our lives, 
help us to serve one another and all in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you.

COMMUNION DIALOG

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The assembly is seated.

COMMUNION HYMN 
HYMN 801 Change My Heart, O God 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy God,  
you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your table. 
Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen.  

About Communion: This is Christ’s table and meal of grace! All are welcome! Ushers will guide you forward. Receive the 
bread (gluten free available); wine or white grape juice is received from a cup from the gold tray..If you have difficulty coming 
forward for the distribution, please let one of the ushers know and they will ask the pastor to bring you communion in the pew. 
Children may come forward for a blessing.

     The assembly stands. 

LAMB OF GOD



SENDING HYMN 
HYMN 888 O Beautiful for Spacious Skies

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 

Thanks be to God.

DEPART TO SERVE 

POSTLUDE   
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www.shepherdofthebay.org

Pastor: Jim Honig  sotbpastor@gmail.com     Church Phone: 854-2988  
Youth & Family Ministry: Lynda Pietruszka 
Principal Pianist and Sanctuary Choir Director: Judith Jackson 
Principal Organist and Handbell Choir Director: Greg Beem 

Office hours: Tuesday – Thursday:  9:00am – noon, 1–5 pm 
      

BLESSING 
God all mighty, 
God most merciful ☩ bless you, keep you, 
and give you peace. 

Amen.
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